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For the Guide to Christian Perfection, 


THE: REDEEMED SELFISHNESS ONLY BY BUGARDING ALL OBIECTS 


IN THE LIGHT OF GOD ALONE, 


- Tt seems to be a reasonable and a just remark, that love, which is an attri-— 


bute of every being that is formed with affections, like every thing else has 
its laws of action. And accordingly, when directed to various objects, it 
will be found that those objects will not all be loved alike ; but some will be 
loved more, and some less. Of two objects, or of any objects which 
essentially differ in their attractions, in other words, in their power of excit- 
ing love, it can never be said that the soul loves them both, or that it loves 
them all in an equal degree. The love of the object will be in proportion 
to the attracting power of the object, considered in rélation to the soul. 

And in aecordance with these views, it may be said further, that, among 
these various objects, there will be some one, on which the love of the soul 
will rest and satisfy itself supremely. The soul, in the exercise of its affec- 
tions, must necessarily have a centre of love somewhere: viz., in the object 


which is most beloved. And that object will. be the most beloved, and will 


constitute the centre of love, which possesses for the soul the highest attrac- 
tions. The love of other things, which Lave less attractions for the soul, 


_ cannot fail to be subordinate. In the supreme object of its affections, and in 


that central and supreme object alone, it will rest and delight itself with 
supreme satisfaction. It is there the heart is. There is the centre; and itis 
infinitely important that every man ‘should know what that centre is in his 


Own case. 


The centre of man’s love must be either in himself, or in other creatures, 
orin God. He either loves God supremely, or he loves other beings, which 
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GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

| ee } | are inferior to God, supremely; or he loves himself supremely. There does 

hi 4 | not seem to be any other supposition to be made in the case. 

aa I. Our first remark, in connection with what has been said, is this. If a 

¥ | he : man’s love centres in himself as the supreme object of his affections, which 

ae : it must do if it do not centre in some other being, he is of course a selfish 
| t a being; and as such he cannot be regarded asatruly holy being. If he 

thinks for himself, acts for himself, lives for himself, it must be sufficiently 

ite | obvious without any comment upon it, that he cannot be otherwise than 

1 é i | selfish, and cannot be otherwise than unholy. All such love, which thus 

ee iy ' centres in ourselves, is wrong, and is not acceptable in the sight of God ; 

oe a because it is not proportioned to its object, and is inordinate. 

a | ia It may be proper to add this remark here, that pure love or holy love is ) 
Be ch that love which is precisely appropriate to the object; being such, neithe 
J ie more nor less, as the object is precisely entitled to, so far as we are capable 
it of understanding what the object is. 


IL. A second remark is this. If our love centres in creatures inferior to 


| x % God, and becomes supreme in them, it is necessarily selfish; as really so, 

P a : though not so obviously so at first sight, as if it centered in ourselves. — It is 

f ¥: 4 entirely obvious, that the motive for loving inferior beings supremely, can- 

" RS rhe not be founded in their own characters, It is not a love, to which they are : . 
ae, justly entitled. Itis not right to love them in this‘manner., And if the. f 
motive of this love is not founded in their characters, and _ is, therefore, not | 
' iis a based upon. moral rectitude, it is founded, and must necessarily be so, in 

i 1a some selfish modification of our feelings. ‘The only active principle in man. 

r thy ' which is antagonistical to rectitude, is selfishness in some of its modifica- 

" ie tions. Whenever a moral being deviates from the right, in any and all 

4 i cases Where he has a perception of what the right is, it will be found to 

} a be through the influence of self, In all such cases, if'a being is loved other- 


wise than it ought to be, and is therefore loved wrongly, selfishness will 
always be found at the bottom. It will sometimes be very secret and almost 
hidden; but it will always be there. 


Hil. A third remark is this. God alone is iis proper centre 7 love, 


God alone, in consequence of the exalted nature of his perfections, 1s the 
Ghject, to which our highest affections can properly attach themselves. ‘i 


God is not loved supremely, something else is, because the nature of love 


such as to require some highest object. And if God is the centre, he is so 


in such a degree and manner, that all other beings are regarded and loved 
in their relation to him. Being beyond all comparison the supreme object, 
te is properly the centre of centres. Consequently, receiving all our 
springs of action from him, as the great object of our affections, we shall 
regard objects, so far as we are capable of under standing their nature, just | 


as he regards them; we shall love what he loves ; hate what he hates: 
rejoice in what he rejoices in. 


The moment we get into this great and true centre, every thing else falls 
into the right position. We love ourselves, and we love other beings just 
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CHRISTIAN SANCTIFICATION, 75 


as God would have us; for we can neither approve nor disapprove, neither 
love nor hate, except as we receive the spring of movement from the great 


source. In any other position of mind, the influence of self will be felt. 


But iu this, as the mind operates in perfect coincidence with the will of 


God, a will which never deviates from perfect rectitude, it can give no coun- | 


tenance to selfishness, which is always at variance with rectitude. The life 
of God in the soul and the life of self in the soul are entirely inconsistent 
with each other. And where God exists, as the supreme object, self 1s, and 
must be cast out. | 7 x. =; 


CHRISTIAN SANCTIFICATION. 


Rey. A. Barfiur, New York, has published an interesting Sermon on this 
subject. The following copious extract will be profitable to our readers. 


OUR ATTAINMENT OF CHRISTIAN SANCTIFICATION IS AGREE- 
ABLE 'TO THE DIVINE WILL. 
Tue truth of this proposition is sufficiently evident from the 


assertion in the text: namely —‘“ THis 1s THE WILL or Gop.” 
Than this, there can be no better ground of evidence, nor of en- 


couragement, to those who may be in the anxious pursuit of this— 


great blessing. A consideration of this fact is sufficient to coun- 
terbalance, yea, annihilate every objection. For if our sanctifi- 
cation is the will of God, though all earth and hell had mutually 
conspired to. prevent it, this work might be accomplished, and 
this divine blessing obtained. There is no arm strong enough to 
prevent the accomplishment of a work, in the soul of an obedi- 
ent, penitent, and believing man, when the execution of that 
work ts the delight of God. Who could keep a fond mother at 
a distance from her suffering babe, who is the delight of her 
heart, if she have power to approach it?) And who, or what can 

keep a soul that is agonizing at a Throne of Grace for full re- 
demption, and that infinitely fond Father apért) who is solicitly 
crying, “Son, give me thine heart?” I tell you all the universe 
cannot do it. He will come with salvation—HeSuch an invincible 
manner that all His enemies shall terrificly inquire, “« Who is this 
that cometh from Gethsemane, by the way of Mount Calvar , In 
dyed garments? this that is glorious in His apparel, travelling in 
the greatness of Ilis strength? Yes, He who is the captain of 
our salvation —who speaketh in righteousness, mighty to save, 


> 


> 
4 ? owe... 


2 


owns 
5 


- 
rr 


=~ 
ware 


- 


3 
= 


= 


= 
~ 


= - 


4 
4 
f 
4 
im’ 
it 
" 
i 
Wi 
» 


76 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


a ‘will come, and He will not tarry > His own omnipotent : arm 

will bring salvation.’ ” 

ht 1. The holy manner in which man was made at first, is a 
Hh proof that our sanctification 1s still the will of God. 

| ‘ | As a race of intelligent beings, He intended that we should be 
i¢ holy, just, and good, fot ever ; otherwise He would not have made 


od 


us so in our origin; for if He had willed our impurity, in the fu- 
Bi ture, He could have willed it, and caused it in the constitution of 
in our common representative. This He did not will todo. As 
aah probationers, perhaps, He could have made us no better, as it re- 
spects moral purity. Every feature of the soul was characteris- — 
tically marked with His own bright image. From this premise —_]} 
we consecutively presume that no image could be more agreeable 
to the Divine will, than that image in “which He made us; it be- 
ing His own essential image. For, God is holy. If any other 
image had been more Pleasing to the mind of Deity, He might 
have created man otherwise than He did, seeing He had the en- 
tire work in His own hands. But otherwise than perfectly holy, 
He did not please to create him. Hence, complete purity, in the 
moral constitution of our race was pleasing to God ; so much $0 | 
that we find Him exultingly pronouncing him VERY GOOD.” 
But hath God changed His mind respecting holiness or moral 
purity? Does He delight less in it now, than at the beginning? 
Hath His nature changed? If these things could be so, then it 
would follow that God might not delight in holiness ; and that, 
therefore, our sanctification might not be agreeable to His will. 
But if God be unchangeable, and if He unchangeably loveth | 
purity, and hateth iniquity, then, the sanctification of all intelli- 
gent probationers, wherever they exist, throughout the immensity =~ | 
of His dominion, is perfectly agreeable to His will. Hence, His 
will is our sanctification. 

Now, as it was. the will of God to make our race holy in their 
origin, it follows that our restoration to Adamic moral purity, 1s / 
in strict accordance to His will, secing He is a God that changeth 
not. ‘I’his presumption will appear more forcibly in the succeed- 
ing pages. 

If the restoration of any one man to perfil holiness or entire’ 
sanctification, were disagreeable to the mind of God, we might 
argue that the attainment of this state of grace, in every man, 18 
disagreeable to Him, yea, more, that His own holiness is a source 
of annoyance to him. But this would be changing the nature of 

. the ever Blessed God into the nature of Satan, who is annoyed 
nothing so much as by holiness, and holy persons. But if 
a God’s holy nature is not a source of annoyance to him; and if 
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his nature is not changed into that of Satan, it necessarily follows . . 
that he continues to admire holiness in himself, and to desire it 
in all his creatures. Consequently, the affirmation 1n the text 1s 


_ true, “ This is the will of God, even your sanctification.’ So ee 
it follows that he is infinitely willing to restore us, and all our. st 


race, to our original selves, and to his own blessed image, by cre- ae 
ating us and them ‘anew in Christ Jesus.” 
And, we might further remark, that God being infinitely will- 
ing that we should be entirely sanctified, throughout body, and 
soul, and spirit, we may, and ought to expect it, since He has 
power, as well as inclination to do it. For certainly His Omnip- | 
otence is able to accomplish whatever His goodness approves, if 2 
we will but submit and believe. 
The constant respect which God hath ever shown to the 
eminently holy is a proof that he willeth our sanctification. 
Now, God cannot be hypocritical in his conduct to man. If 
he shows peculiar respect to any of his creatures, he is sincere. 
But to the eminently holy he hath ever, and continuously evinced 
this respect. Hence, Ile sincerely approves of their spirit and 
conduct, and loveth them as a ‘ather loveth ‘a son that serveth 
him.’ Them he hath honored with his sweetest presence.. He 


hath walked with them in the closest fellowship. He hath made i a 
them his confidential friends, and to them unbosomed the pro- ae 
found secrets of his ¢heart — secrets which, even “angels desired | vat 
to look into.” Witness John, Daniel, and all the Prophets. He a 
would not destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, without acquainting a 
faithful Abraham of his intention, and for this purpose made him. ie 
a visit on his way to the scene of desolation. And while he cut = 


the unholy, he “delivered just Lot.” 
In all succeeding ages he chose the most holy to wait on His 
person, and to announce his purposes respecting the future, and 
to make known events which should transpire after the lapse of i OR 
years, but which were at the time, concealed from mortal vision, 
in the distance of ages yet to come. , 


Ile hath honored them with his cheering presence, in gloomy h 
prisons, and in dark, damp dungeons — in the fiery furnace — in oe, 
the lion’s den, and in the cold mountain cave. When they were a 
hungry, he fed them — when naked, he clothed them — and when i. 
thirsty, he gave them drink. His general mandate for their com- il 
mon safety, in essence, was, * Touch not mine anointed, and do oye 


my Prophets no harm.” In all times of tribulation, in the hour 
of death, and in the great day of judgment He will be a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother. “Truly, God is good to Is- 
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Him by a life of holindbn on earth, He will be area to honor in 
His glorious palace above, and make them kings and priests 
Himself and the Lamb, faraval and ever. 


They shall be pillars 
in His temple, to go out no more. 


‘ Hallelujah to Him that sit- 


_ teth on the Throne,” and let all who love holiness, say, Amen! 


3. The solicitude which He evinces in reference to our being 


delivered from qll sin, and restored to perfect purity, 18 


proof that He willeth our sanctification. 
With how much pointed earnestness does he exhort in the fol- 
lowing sentences: ‘‘ Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify 


your hearts ye double minded.” « Repent or | will come unto | 


thee quickly, and remove thy candlestick out of its place. 2 
“Come, now, and let us reason. together, and though your sins 
are as crimson, they shall be as wool, and | thee they be like 
scarlet, they shall be made white as snow.’ 


If he did not anxiously desire our restoration to entire holiness, 


would He have influenced David to cry out— “Create in mea 
clean heart. O God, and renew a right spirit within me?” Or 
would He have prompted St. Paul to pray that the Thessalonians 

might be “sanctified wholly, throughout spirit, and ‘soul, and 


_ body, and be preserved blameless until the coniing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ?” 


the fulness of God ?”’ 


Or that the Ephesians “might be filled with all 
Or would the Savior, himself, have ex- 
horted the multitudes, who flocked to hear Hin, to “be perfect 


as God is perfect?” Hence, we again conclude, that the senti- 


‘ment in the text Is indisputably, true, “ This is the will of God, 


even your sanctification.” — 
4. The pains which he hath an, 1S still taking, with 


a direct design to exterminate sin out of the human heart, and 
out of the world, forms another proof that our sanctification 13 — 


agreeable to his will. 
In my introduction it was intimated that God would have no- 


thing to do with our race, If it were not that He is interested in- 
restoring man to his favor and image, and in aiding him to re- 


cover his lost Paradise —in regaining his confiscated inheritance. 

As this is His sole business with men on earth, He makes it 
And what- 
ever may be the tremendous results of all this Divine interest and 
exertion, in the day of final accounts, our glorious and interested 
friend ae God, will appeal to all Hearie: and inquire in the fol- 
lowing impressive words, ‘* What more Koutd I have done for my 
vineyard that [ have not done?” Every mouth will be stopped 
in that day, and all are now without excuse. 


In order to accomplish this stupendous work of our entire re- 
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covery from all iniquity, our Heavenly Father hath not only em- 
ployed angels and men, and invested them with more than native 
power, but hath Himself engaged in the achievement of this 


great enterprize, with all the wisdom and goodness, with all the 
-zeal and omnipotence, with all the patience and perseverance of 
a God. So to speak? He never thought of His own ease, or His 
own aggrandizement. Was there a difficult project to be accom- 
plished? Heddid not tax either the power or patience of an an- 
gel to effect it. He executed it himself. Was a bleeding victim 
demanded? He did not take a lamb from the flock of a servant. 
No! He took the spotless sacrifice from among the fairest in His 
own fold. Was the life of a well-beloved child exacted? He 
came not to my family circle. He broke not in upon yours. He 
Jaid hold on one infinitely more dear; He took his own Beloved 
Son —the only son of His bosom, and him he ‘delivered up 
for us all,” that we might not ‘‘ perish, but have everlasting life.” 
The Son, to show his willingness to co-operate in the present. 
and eternal rescue of our race, from sin and hell, to holiness and 
heaven, obediently exclaimed, ‘Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
~God!!” What a blessed and important truth itis, that “ we 
have redemption through His blood.’ May we try to walk in 
the light, until we shall be fully able to walk in the light, and 


know, for a certainty, that the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, A 
cleanseth us from all sin. 

But let us remember that He who was interested for us in the e 
begitining, and at the time of presenting the great sacrificial of- : 
fering on Calvary, is, if possible, increasingly interested for us ae 
now. ‘Time is fulfilling. The harvest will soon be past, and the _ a) 
summer ended ; and, therefore, the Triune God is girding his a 
two-edged sword more tightly on his thigh, and anointing more — q 
copiously his men. of war, and preparing them for the battle. aah 
And in various sections of the battle-ground, we see small, but — 2h 
magnanimous detachments, issuing forth in perfect panoply, to— ma 
thin the ranks of the enemy, and subdue to the eovernment of eet 
Jesus, the kingdoms of this world, and constitute them “the : * 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” He has watchmen, ied 


yea, and handmaids too, on the walls of Zion, who shall never 
hold their peace until Jerusalem becomes a praise in the earth. 
All the eminently holy, in both worlds, in cheerful concert, with 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are lending all their influence to 
rescue our diseased and dying race from the plague of impurity. 
Who will enlist in this bright army of the King of Glory, and 
swell the ranks of those who are now going forth from conquest 
to conquest?) Ho! every one that thirsteth, come to the waters, 
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and wash in the fountain which is opened to purge from sin and 
pollution. For in all these moral commotions, God is giving us 
demonstrative evidence that this is ilis will, even your entire 


sanctification. 


5. The fact that God willeth our final salvation, is in evi- 


dence that he willeth our present sanctification. 


But he. does not will to save us finally in impurity 3 ;:-for: “ with- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord.’ Without are sinners | 
and sorcerers —in.a word, the unsanctified. | 

Now, as God wills the end: that is, our final salvation, he also 
wills the means. ‘This 1s holitiéss of heart. It 1s this which 


-alone makes “us meet for the inheritance of the saints in hight.” 


Without this, all things else go for nothing — morality, educa- 


tion, zeal, usefulness ; even if we could cast out devils, and do 


man wordertal works : even if we had such a degree sf mirac- 
y 


—ulous faith, so that we could remove mountains —all these, with- 
out the supreme love of God in the heart, would do us no good, 


See Ist Cor. xiii. What God means to teach us by these things 
is, that nothing can be a substitute for holiness — that, in order 


to eternal salvation, it 1s the “ one thing needful.’ 


It does, therefore, seem as if God, ‘and his inspired servants, 


try to make us understand, that to live and die in an unholy 


state, is to involve the precious soul in all the unutterable horrors 
of eternal death. Oh, that this thought may serve to drive us all 
nearer to the blood of atonement. | > =e 

Reader, L had almost said, if thou art not-redeemed from all 
iniquity, thou art not redeemed at all; but I will not urge it as 


a fact. I leave it with thyself to decide. And, I had “almost 
added, if thou dost not take Christ for thy Savior from all sin, 


thou art wuhout a Savior; but I submit this also to thine own 
honest heart for decision. However, this much you will admit. 
A Savior who cannot, or, if he can, will not save the soul from 
all sin, 1s no more than an imaginarv Savior. Such a Savior 
you would not have to undertake” the work of your salvation ; 
you would not accept any as your Savior, except he were both 
able and willing to give you full salvation, and also a present 
salvation, in case you felt your need of it and applied to him for 
it. Is it not so? Well, Jesus is just such a Savior. He was 
“manifested to take away our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness !”’ 


That a restoration ta. entire holiness is not only the will of 


God, but necessary to everlasting life, seems. to be, at least tacitly, 


corroborated by St. Paul, Rom. viii. 29. His leading idea seems 
to ios that God’s predestinated plan in the order of man’s final 
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salvation, is that he must be conformed to the image of his Son. 


This conformation implies, that in order to glorification we must 


become as perfect moral likenesses of Christ, as fluid metal be- 


comes like the mould into which it 1s cast by the founder. As 
that glowing and liquid matter quickly and minutely conforms to 


every feature of the mould into which it is poured by the skilful 


artist, so must the man be conformed to every feature in the 


image of God’s dear Son, in order to his final glorification. “ For 
whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be conformed — 


to the image of his Son.” | | 

Now if this be the Apostle’s idea, it follows, that to expect 
salvation without this divine conformity, is to expect it on a prin- 
ciple diametrically opposite to God’s predestinated plan. Hence 
it again follows, that we must, one and all, be melted down into 
soft and glowing submission to all the will of God, before we can 
~ be moulded into the image of his Son. But this 1s not impossi- 
ble. We must not, therefore, be discouraged by the present per- 
versity of the will, nor-by the pride and impurity of our hearts, 

wet us remember, that the great and watchful Refiner and 


Founder is the Living God; and by an act of his transmuting | 


energy, he can “ purely purge away the dross and take away all 
the tin,” and restore us as at the first, and mould us into the 
likeness of his dear Son, as at the beginning. Oh, what a desir- 
able transformation! Waking up in this likeness from the long 
sleep of sin and unbelief, we shall be perfectly satisfied. But 
more especially shall we be satisfied, waking up with this like- 
ness from our mortal slumbers, in the cloudless morning of the 
general resurrection, amid myriads of angels and “ the spirits of 
the just made perfect.” Shining forth as the sun, in the likeness 
of Him who is the “ fairest among ten thousand,” we sliall be 
infinitely and eternally satisfied. Now, seeing such a glorious 
salvation respecting us is the will of God, and since unspotted 
purity is the medium of its enjoyment —yea, the thing itsclf in 
essence — how evident it is that “* This is the will of God, even 
your sanctification.’ 


The rectifying of mistakes and misunderstandings, and the 
setting of misconstrued words and actions in their proper light, 
would be the most effectual way to accommodate both private 
and public quarrels, and bring them to a happy period. 
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GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


EVERY-DAY EXPERIENCE. 


February 10.—Met With these words yesterday. in Mrs. Fletcher's Lite 
which greatly comforted me; they came at a seasonable hour. “The will 


of God be done. I am in his hands. And if He does not call me to a6 


much public duty, I have the more time for study, prayer and praise,” | 


desire to remember this, and to be grateful for all the privileges I have, and 


be resigned in those I have not. I can glorify God as much by submission 


to his providence when the way is hedged up, as by improving opportunitics. 
of doing good, when the way is opened. It is a scriptural direction, to “rest 
awhile.” “At the commandment of the Lord they journied; at the com-— 
mandment of the Lord they pitched their tent.” 


In reference to disputation, fam more and more strengthened in my pur- 
pose to avoid it. I may be right, and my opponent wrong, and yet nothing 
gained to him by the argument. I must avoid all approach to “ vain jang- 


ling,” to which protracted argument sometimes leads. I desire always to 
converse with the glory of God in view, no less in the common intercourse 


of life, than when I speak in prayer meetings. At such times especially I 
will aim to be short, and to onnen with reference. to some one point, lest : 


enlarge too much. 


February 23.—My mind for the last two weeks has been slug ug sish, painfully 
80. My prayer is, O Lord, quicken, refresh and invigorate my soul! Come, 


O blessed Spirit, come. 


March.—l desire to praise the Lord for what I now witness,— the abund- 
ant outpouring of his blessed Spirit. God is doing a great work, both in 
and out of the church, Christians are receiving new life and power, and sin- 
ners are converted. I-realize the work is his, and my heart loves to repeat, 
“blessing, and glory, and honor, be unto our God forever and ever.” Atm" 
enjoying refreshing seasons in prayer and meditation, and find strength in 
the discharge of duty. . 


strength to do it. [see his hand; I feel his power. Finding L cannot ac- 


complish all I desire to, I mark out for myself a oeuy- course of duties, which 
I think I may be able to follow. 


pri 14.—For the last two weeks have had some trial of my faith. Was 
led greatly to desire, and pray for, an increase of the Spirits power in my - 
heart, with something of the feeling, that on my importunity rested the re- 


sponsibility of receiving or not receiving. Finding day after day my prayet 


unanswered, receiving no new and marked accessions of grace my spirit 


became disquicted, and the struggle against sin severe. I almost feared con- 


_ tinual bondage; a relapse into my former state of sin. What could I do? 


I observed a day of entire fasting with prayer, and on the evening of that 


The Lord prepares me for my work, and gives me | 
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day, while kneeling in God’sa presence, with my heart and voice uplifted to 
Him, I saw clearly, by the aid of the great Teacher, where lay the difficulty ; 
LT had not prayed submissively, but rather wilfully. O how happy was I to 
see my error; how good [ found it to confess my fault; my sorrow was 
turned to joy. It was happy penitence, blissful tears. I now felt a joyful 
acquiesence in God’s will, whatever it might be, whether to give Joy or sor- 
row, light or darkness. I then gave up, as I thought, all my exercises of 
mind to God’s control. I found I had been secretly desiring and looking 


after those feasting days of joyful emotions I once experienced; and now I 


am taught a lesson, somewhat severely, for my case required it, to have done 
with, to let alone my own religious joy, and seek simply, purely, to do the 


will of God. “Lo, comm ro po Tuy wint.” Precious passage! Hence- 
forth this shall be my motto. IT would follow in the lowly pathemy Savior 


walked. Even Ile “ pleased not himself? Lord, it is enough that the dis- .. 


ciple be as lis Lord. O how much have I to learn in the lowly track of 
humility and self-abasement. When shall I get down, down, and fathom the 
depths of the valley of humiliation? When shall I be as my Lord ? 


v. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, 


Dear Brorner Kiye,—Should you think the following worthy 


a place in the Guide, you will please insert it. Be assured that 


you have our prayers that the Holy Spirit may accompany both 
it and you in this noble enterprise. — 

— In the early part of my life, when but a child, the Spirit of 
God used to knock at the door of my heart for admittance. 
Well would it have been for me, if I had yielded. I was accus- 
tomed to attend Methodist meetings, when I attended anywhere, 
and never did [ return without being fully convicted “of sin, of 
righteousness, and of a judgment ” to come; and often did I re- 
solve to ground my weapons of rebellion at Jesus’ feet — but as 
often broke my resolution. At one period of my life I sought 
the Lord, as [ thought, with all my heart; the burden of sin and 
a scnse of my unworthiness, together with the strong temptations 
of my enemy, quite overcame me. Permit me here to state the 
Wily insinuation of the devil, as presented to my.mind. After I 
had sought the Lord for some time in secret (for this was the only 
way | sought him), I became discouraged. The enemy (as [| 
now see) told me to put it off until I was upon a sick bed, and 
eternity, with all its realities, opened to my mind; that I should 
then feel more in earnest, and could thereby more easily give up 
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all for Christ. There was force in this, as simple and presump-. 
tuous as it now appears. I yielded; I deliberately made up my 
mind to put it off until a death-bed. While in this state of mind, 
the circuit preachers came to my father’s, to visit my mother and 
family, as she was a member of the church. Terror seemed to fill 
my heart at their approach. I felt as though they had come to talk 


to me on the subject of my soul’s salvation. Still I determined to — 
have no conversation with them on this subject. As they entered 


the room [ left it. Upon reflection, F thought I would return, 


and would show a proper respect to them, as servants of Christ. — 
Upon my entering the room, the faithful servants of God intro- 


duced the subject of religion to me, as though a part of their 


business was to persuade poor lost sinners to come to Christ. 


The whole family were invited into the room, that they might 


converse and pray with them. ‘They urged upon me the impor- 


tance of seeking religion; they told me the devil would, if possi- 
ble, persuade me, while young, to put it off until old age or 


death, and then tell me it was too late. I knew the devil had | 


successfully taught me the first lesson, and I began to think he 
would be just as likely to succeed in the second, if I remained 


where I was. I paused —asked myself what could I do. I had 
no conviction in particular. I knew I was a sinner; but I could 


not feel and realize it as I thought I should. Finally, I made up 
my mind, that if religion was for me, I would coolly and delibe- 
rately seek it with all my heart ; I would have it, let it cost me 
what it would; and if I spent my whole life in seeking it, and 
found mercy and was saved at last, I should be infinitely the 
gainer. One of the above-named preachers requested me to 


promise him, that I would read three chapters in the Bible and 


pray three times every day for one year; and remarked, that 


perhaps before the year expired, I would experience religion. | 


made the promise, and the Lord enabled me to keep my vow, 
and I trust I shall ever praise the Lord for sending his servant to 
my father’s house, to converse with me personally about the sal- 
vation of my soul. O that all the ministers of the gospel were 
more faithful in this part of their ministerial labors. I had so 
long listened to the preaching of the gospel, to prayers and ex- 
hortations of the people of God, that they produced but little 
effect upon my mind. I now commenced reading the Bible and 
praying for conviction. The Lord blessed the means, and an- 
swered my prayer. For nearly one year I drank the very bitter 
dregs of repentance; I sought the Lord sorrowing, at times 
nearly in despair. _But when my precious Savior saw that my 
proud heart was sufficiently humbled, he took my feet out of the 
horrible pit of mire and clay, and placed them on the rock Christ 
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Jesus, and put a new song into my mouth, I was then so very 
happy that ] shouted aloud. T soon found that there was in my 
heart the remains of the carnal mind ; roots of bitterness spring- | 
ing up troubled me. [firmly believed that it was the privilege. 
of some to obtain the blessing of perfect love ; but I did not be- 
lieve that it was for every one, and of course it was not for*me. — 
[ thought it was too great a blessing for me, for one who felt so 
unworthy as I felt. But after a short time, one of my classmates 
began to advise me to seck it. I told her I could not believe it 
was for me. She encouraged me to believe it was. free for all. 
if it was free for all, I thought it was for me, and resolved not to 
rest without it, [ commented seeking it.. Some time after this, 
(1 do not remember how long,) while at camp- -meeting, my pre- 
cious Savior enabled me to claim it by faith, and for six months. 
i was enabled to rejoice evermore — to pray without ceasing, and 
in every thing to give thanks. 

But, I regret to say, that here I let go my hold of faith on Jesus, 
and lost the evidence, and by degrees the blessing. But [ could 
not feel satisfied with any less of the love of God in my heart, 
bo than I had formerly enjoyed. I felt it was worse than death 


LL a1 My God to love, and not my God alone. 


D ov the fourteen years that are passed, I have been trying to hold 
__on to the blessing. Before this, when I received the evidence, | 
was so afraid of losing the sacred treasure, that | did but little 
else than guard it. But [ have now learned, that a better way to 
retain it is to press forward with all my heart after more, to seek 
2 for all the fulness of God; and I feel, that when the heart is 
cleansed from all sin, it 1s just prepared to grow In grace. O 
praise the Lord for a free and full salvation. My precious Savior 
reigns in my heart without a rival. My will is sweetly lost in 
his. I feel as weak as helpless infancy. I feel I cannot keep 
inyself one moment. He who keepeth Israel neither slumbers 
nor sleeps. As long as [ trust in him, and obey him, he will 
Keep me. The path I know is narrow ; but, blessed be God, it 
:s wide enough for all who will give all for Christ, and follow him 
fully. But, to walk in this narrow path, we must give up the 
world, its honors; its pleasures, and its friendships ; and not onl 
must we give up all these, but we must be willing to bear the re- 
proach of "Christ muist be willing to be counted fools for Christ’s | 
sake. All these sacrifices are cheerfully made, when perfect love 
fills the soul. O that this holy flame may spread, until every 


member of the church militant shall be Kedecmiéd from all in- 
quity., | 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE CHURCH TN 
REGARD TO ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


«Br. Kine : —It has often been a subject of wonder to me, 
that, in a church holding the doctrine of entife sanctification in 
this life, so few among our ministers and members profess to en- 
joy this state of grace. Though young in the ministry, and oc- 
cupying a humble place among my brethren, I trust I have not «— 
been a careless observer of the state of religious enjoyment in the 
church. And I here record, what has long been a matter of grief | 
to me, that among the ministry and membership with which I 
have: become acquainted, but a very small minority have profess- 
ed to enjoy the hlessing of perfect love ; and but very few have 

appeared to be earnestly seeking after it. Why is this? Is it 
because it 1s a matter of indifference whether we have a holy 
ag ‘ministry and membership or not? Surely this is not the case. 
For how. can we, as ministers, successfully preach. to others that 
which we do not enjoy ourselves Will they not be continually 
saying in their hearts, “ Physician, heal thyself.” And here [ 
would say, that there appears to be a strange delicacy with many in _ 
regard to preaching directly upon this subject. I recollect, that 
when I was seeking holiness, I earnestly desired for a long time 


~ 


ae ~ to hear this subject particularly explained and enforced, but did 
ag “not hear more than one sermon directly upon it in two years, — | 
BABE | And [ have since heard many of our members express themselves 
ty ae in the same way. Is this as it should be? Is not this doctrine : 


as important as tepemiancs and justification by faith, upon which 
we dwell so frequently ? Did not the Apostle labor to “ present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus ;” and did not our fathers 


~ > 


= 


~ 


be warned by some one, or go quickly down to hell — unless we 
have that holy boldness, which knows no man n after the flesh ? 


i i | glory in this doctrine? The Lord pardon us in this thing. And 
aa is not holiness of heart necessary to make us good pastors? How 
| age & can we go into every house in order and teach every one In them 
| | ag to be Christians: — how can we bear the insults and wickedness _. 
if ‘emt | of the ungodly, and the stupidity and indiflerence of many pro- 
babe: fessors, unless we are saved from all pride and impatience? And- 
+ p bch how can we sympathize properly with the ignorant, the poor and 
Piet the afflicted, and “ yearn after them all in the bowels of Jesus 
eis Christ,” unless our hearts are overflowing with love? And how 
al i shall we warn the rich, gay, and popular sinners—and they must 
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And how important that we of the ministry should enjoy holiness 
‘and profess it, for the encouragement of the membership.” For 
if the preacher does not enjoy it, the members will naturally con- 
clude that it is either not worth enjoying, or else is very hard to 
obtain. Very many have been discouraged in this way, to my 

certain knowledge ; many who have received the blessing have 

been deterred from professing it, because their preacher did not— 
profess it, and thereby lost the evidence. *But if the 
preacher has entered into its blessed enjoyment, and describes it 
clearly, how confidently can he invite his flock to be partakers of © 
like -precious faith; and what a powerfulsinfluence his example: 
and precept will have upon them. | ee | 
And is it not a matter of the greatest importance, that we have 
a holy membership? Does not the very constitution and disci- 
pline of the church require her members to have all the graces 
which constitute holiness? And is not this the very purpose for 
ewhich God hath raised up the Methodist Church, to spread scrip- 
tural holiness over these lands?) The church requires her mem- 
bers to be zealous. But the souls that are holy will feel a burn- 
ing zeal at all times for the glory of God. They will attend all 
the means of grace; they will feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit the sick, and diligently follow every good work. The 
church requires her members to be liberal. But who are so lib- 
~ eral as those who have devoted their all to God ? They will give 
to send the Gospel to the heathen, for they have felt its glorious 
effects upon their own hearts. They will give for the support of 
the ministers among them, for they ‘esteem them very highly in 
love for their works sake.” They will give to the poor, afflicted, 
and distressed, for their hearts yearn with pity for them. If they 
have but two mites, like the poor widow in the Gospel, they will 
cast them into the treasury of the Lord, and pray the blessing of 
heaven upon them. The church requires her members to be 
ardent in prayer. But the souls that are entirely sanctified will 
pray without ceasing. ‘They will “cry between the porch and 
altar, saying, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thy heritage 
to reproach.” And their prayers will be the more successful. 

For the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous (or holy) man 

availeth much.” The church requires her members to have 

strong faith in God. But the souls that have entered into the 
rest of perfect love believe every word that God has written. 

They claim the promises as their own, and doubt not but that 

they are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus. They believe that 

God is able to break the hardest heart, to humble the proudest 

sinner, to overcome all opposition. And if we all had this strong 
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faith 3 in ‘God, Satan’s kingdom would tremble, his bolwark win 
tumble down, and the shout of victory would be heard through- 
out the length and breadth of our land. We perceive, then, that 
holiness prepares us to fulfil all. the requirements of the church, 
‘‘Make the tree good, and the fruit will be good also.” Let us, 
then, ministers and members, one and all, awake to this all-im- 
portant subject, and let us ardently pray, and rest not till we see 


a general struggle in the church for entire holiness of heart and 
‘life. Then indeed will the church “look forth as the morning, 


fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 


banners.” Then shall the earth soon be “ filled with the know!- 
edge of the Lord.” | 


‘Ne w Jersey Conference. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION OF MINISTERS. 


Suppose a missionary should go toa heathen land, and open his 
commission to preach the everlasting Gospel, with ‘these words: 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son ‘cleanseth us from all sin,’ 
and show the great provisions God had made for man’s. redemp- 
tion, —and then should preach on * Be ye holy, for I am holy,” 


~and should succeed in making his hearers understand the re- 


quirements of God ;— would he not, unless he contradicted the 
Scripture or kept back part of the truth, make his hearers believe 


that ample provision was made for us to have clean hearts, and 


that God, who had made this provision at such an immense cost, 
required us to avail ourselves of it in all its extent, and to be at 
the present time perfectly holy? Would it not surprise the 
heathen hearers, to learn that the missionary himself was not 


cleansed from sin, and that he was not holy — not prepared to 


see God? And would it be any wonder if he did not succeed 1n 
making converts? And is there not a very visible connection 


between unsanctified missionaries, and the slow progress of the 


Gospel in heathen lands? The account of the revival in Oregon 
a few years since will illustrate this point. (See Tract No. 300.) 
And is there not a connection between an unsanctified ministry 


at home, and the smallness of the proportion of our hearers who 


are truly converted to God? ‘The minister who professes to 
preach a full Gospel, and yet has a heart but sch. devoted to 
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HOLINESS. 


God, will lack the power of the Holy Ghost in his preaching ; 


and besides this, will present to his people an example of incon-— 
sistency, directing them to a cleansing fountain in which he him-— 


self does not wash; urging them to avail themselves of all the 
glorious provisions of the Gospel, yet suffering his own soul to 
remain destitute; telling them of the fulness of joy and of the 


willingness of God to bestow it upon them, and his own heart — 


not receiving that fulness. . 
Brethren in the Ministry! God speaks to us, and bids us be 
clean who bear the vessels of the Lord. Let us all say, Amen. 


W. R. S. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


HOLINESS. 
Wo. III. 


How shall I know that this is the very blessing for which I 
have been so long seeking? How shall I know I am not deceiv- 
ed? This question I will try to answer. Mv arguments shall be 
drawn from scripture, reason, and experience; from which sources 
I hope to draw such conclusive testimony as to place the subject 
clearly before the readers of the Guide. The knowledge of our 
entire sanctification, or holiness, like that of reconciliation, arises 
from two sources — the witness of the Holy Spirit, and the con- 
scious fruits. The former is direct and positive ; the latter infer- 


ential, but highly confirmatory ; and it sacredly guards the direct 


witness from the possibility of deception. It has been doubted 
by some, whether it is the privilege of the sanctified to have the 
witness of the Spirit in this great work otherwise than what is 
manitested in the fruits of the Spirit in holy living ; making this 
evidence entirely inferential, and not direct. I heard an aged 
minister of the M. i. Church, at the last Eastham camp-meeting, 
say as much. I! confess it startled me. I had conceived this to 
be an undoubted doctrine of Methodism. I began, the first op- 


portunity, to search our standard writers, but found them uni-_ 


formly silent upon this point, though I conceive they generally 
understood it as implied in the witness of our adoption. I infer 
therefore, that they are not contrary to the doctrine in question : 
but, had their attention been directed specifically to this point, 
they would have been clear and explicit. Appealing, therefore, 


to the sacred fount of truth, I propose to draw from thence such 
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arguments as shall satisfy every honest inquirer, as to the privi- 
lege of the Christian in the work of entire sanctification. By the 
witness of the Spirit, [ mean a divine impression upon the soul, 
whereby the [oly Spirit, directly and immediately, witnesseth o: 
testifieth to the certainty and reality of its own work now, and 
in entire sanctification. Itis a divine impression ‘to, on, ne | in 
unison with our spirit, that God, for Christ’s sake, through the | 
mighty working of the Holy does now aril thor- 
oughly renew the heart, presented for his residence, and that al! 
its enemies are lestroyed. This fact is not always conveyed by 
an inward voice, though it-is sometimes ; nor is the truth always 
made known by\the “application of apposite texts of scripture. . 
thought is frequently ; nor is it always equally clear and strong. + | 
It is not ne ily attended with any peculiar exercises, though 
it sometimes-is, for reasons best known to God. But + strange 
exercises are neither the blessing nor its witness. The wilder 
the storm of human feeling, the more uncertain is the great work 
of holiness. Beside, similar exercises have been exhibited by 
seeking penitents, and hundreds have experienced the blessing of 
a holy “heart, without any thing unusual attending its reception. 
But however this witness may be conveyed, whatever circum- f 
stances may attend it, and wherever received, we may rest assur- 
ed, that it will be for the glory of God and the best good of his _— 
people. Task the prayerful attention of the readers of this arti- 
cle to the following arguments, which I think conclusively prove 
that there is such a blessing as the witness of the apirit | in entire. 
holiness, or Sanctification. 

I appeal, Ist, to Scripture. ‘ But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he. shall | 
teach you. all things and bring all things to your | remembrance, 
whatsoever | have suid unto you.” John xiv, 26. ‘This promise” 
stands in connection with general promises to the church; and 
though, when confined to the apostles, it might amount to the 
promise of plenary inspiration, yet, as it is among other genera! 
promises, | think it more congenial with the design of Christ, to 
understand this as general. Misa. and promising, in matters per- 
taining to personal salvation, the infallible teaching and assistance 

of ‘the Holy Ghost. It was to teach them “all things’ > pertain- 
ing to life and godliness, and so to quicken their memories, “ that 
whatsoever he “had said, “as essential to happiness and purity. 

should remain un forgotten. In all his sermons and instructions, 
as might be easily shown, purity of heart, or holiness, in its biah- 
est state of experience, was the great end and the blessed tend- 
ency, if received as they deserved to be. If this was the chiel 
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subject of his instructions, and the Spirit was to bring to mind 
this among other doctrines — and as the work would be not half 
done while he reminded the disciple of the doctrine to be em- 
braced, and did not teach him the moment of experience — I 
infer, that, in bringing this to remembrance, was included the - 
most important work of the whole: the knowledge of the very 
moment when he enters into its experimental enjoyment. Ifthe © 
« Spirit was to teach them all things,” as Jesus says, then cer- 
tainly he would teach them all about the work of entire Sancti- » 
fication, not only in reference to the theory and fruits, but also 
in its experience ; and it is certain that a whole includes all the 
separate parts which go to make that whole. Hence we come to 
the conclusion, that the Holy Ghost teaches the soul by its divine 
testimony, when it enters into the enjoyment of perfect freedom. 
from sin, and perfect love to God. 
It is admitted that the argument from this text is inferential as — 
well as several which follow, but [ shall use each of them as links 
in the chain of argument, which I trust will be sufficiently strong 
~ to bind the belief of all who read, to my conclusions. My next 
link in this chain is taken from L‘Cor. uu. 12. ‘Now we have 
received, not the Spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God, that we might know the things that aré freely given to us 
of God.” The object of the Spirit of God given to Christ’s fol- 
lowers, we are taught here, was to impart knowledge of the things 
which God doth freely give us. The blessing of entire holiness 
is God’s free gift, above all others, yea his highest, his best gift 
to man. How do we know that we possess this gift? By the 
_ Spirit of God. [t is true this text does not say that the Spirit 
_ reveals the very moment when the heart receives this free’ gift. 
But as we cannot know it till the Spirit does reveal the fact, we — 
cannot say we possess it, unless the Spirit witnesseth the truth to 
our hearts. We might hope, but we could not know, that our 
hearts were sanctified. In the 9th verse of the same chapter we 
read, “lye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him.” Tenth verse, ‘* But God hath revealed them unto 
us by his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God.” Iintire holiness is certainly one of the incon- 
ceivable blessings which God hath in store for them that love 
him. [t is the deep thing in Christian experience, that human 
wisdom and device never can explain, understand, or effect; but 
certainly and fully understood by the Spirit. The things 
which are in reserve for the lovers of God, and which are so per- 
fectly understood, are revealed to us by the Spirit. ‘Therefore 
we may have, yea, must have, the revelation of the Spirit to un- 
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all things.” 


we in God, and thus our love is perfect. 


this sublime knowledge. 


92 ‘ GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 
derstand the moment when, and the manner of, the experience of _ 


entire holiness. Another link in this chain 1s taken from 1 John 
ii, 20, “ But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know. 
This unction was the Spirit’s: baptism, and by it 
“they knew all things.” One of the things, yea, the principal | 
one, which the Spirit, By its baptism, effects, is the entire holi- 
ness of the heart. Hence as the knowledge of this work arises — 


from the anointing Spirit, it is the privilege of Christians to re- 


ceive directly from the Author, the assurance of the work and 
progress of this great. blessing. 

The next argument is more direct, and will answer very well 
for a hook to my chain. It is taken from 1 John iii. 24; ‘And 


hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he 


hath given us. Entire holiness is accomplished by the abiding 
presence of God, or rather it is the thing itself. God in us, and 
The first clause of the 
text declares, that “He that keepeth his commandments, dwell- 
eth in Him, and He in Him.” We can conceive of no higher 
bliss. We cannot aspire to higher privileges. We need not. 

hen within and around us all is God, the very atmosphere we 


_ breathe filled with the divine presence, we might well cry out, 


O blessed height of happiness, 
And depth of love untold! | 

We would thy wondrous. power confess, 
‘Thy length and breadth unfold. 


It is the province’ of the Holy Spirit to impart 
“Hereby we know that he dwelleth in 
us by the Spirit,” 1 John.i iv. 13. Its testimony must be accord- 
ing to truth, and it is perceived by the arguments presented, that 


But we cannot. 


| all our knowledge of experimental things. comes from this source 


of light. We conclude, therefore, that “He that believeth on 
the Son” to the entire holidees of his heart, ‘hath also the wit- 
ness in himself,’ 1 John v. 10. 

2. We may have the witness of the Spirit in entire sanctifica- 
tion, because this work is peculiarly the Spirit’s work. ‘This is 
the baptism which Christ was to confer on his disciples, and — 
hence it is that every believer exclaims, | 


“An inward baptism of pure fire, 
Wherewith to be baptised I have ; 

"Tis all my longing soul’s desire, 
This, only this, my soul can save.” 


Now the work of the Spirit is only fully known unto himself. 


‘Hence it would be absurd to conclude that he could not or would 


not impart the knowledge of its operations, when that knowledge 
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HOLINESS. | 


is essential to assurance. He alone can give this assurance, and 
as it is enjoyed in experience, we conclude that it is the privilege 
of the Christian to have the witness of the Spirit in entire 
holiness. | bal 


3. This is the privilege of Christians, because entire holiness _ 


is an instantaneous work. It is true that we not only enter into 
the enjoyment of religion instantaneously, but also of the second 
work. We prove this by two arguments. Ist. By Scripture ; 
Qdly. By example. Scripture, Ezk. xxxvi. 25, “Then will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean.” 27 verse, 
“T will put my Spirit within you.” 37 verse, “I will yet for 
this be inquired of by the house of Israel to do these things for 
thee.’ The argument does not require that the work be uncon- 
ditional -in order to be instantaneous. But the doctrine taught 
in the promises is, that when the people of Israel shall inquire by 


‘earnest and importunate prayer, then God will fulfill the promises. 


These, if any in the Bible do, contain the pledge of entire holi- 
ness. And without intimation to the contrary, the inference 1s 
fair that the blessing is granted instantaneously. Mal. in. 1, 


“The Lord whom ye seek, shall swddenly come to the temple, | 
even the Messenger of the covenant in whom ye delight.” 3d __ 


verse, “And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and sil- 
ver, that they may offer to God an offering in righteousness.” 
The blessings promised on the coming of the Messenger to the 
temple, (a type of the church,) and his purifying work, are meas- 
ured by the purity of gold and silver tried in the fire. It marks 


distinctly also the manner of his coming “ suddenly,” and by the 


brightness of that coming to the temple of the heart, he, in a mo- 
ment, consumes the dross of sin and the alloy of guilt, making 
them his own sanctified residence. Look also at the Baptism of 


the Holy Ghost, when this promise was in part fulfilled, on the 


day of Pentecost. In what manner did the apostles receive this 
gift: Gradually, or instantaneously? ‘There came suddenly 
a sound from heaven as of a rushing, mighty wind.” Hence we 
conclude from scripture that this second work is instantaneous as 
well as ‘the first. | 

By example the subject will be made equally clear. Isaiah’s 
experience aflords a good illustration of this instantaneous work. 
When the burning coal had been taken from the heavenly altar, 
by the attendant angel, and laid upon his polluted lips, he is 
cheered by this encouraging communication ; “ Thine iniquity 
Is taken away and thy sin is purged;” Isaiah vi. 7. And this 
accomplished too, by the touch of the living coal. Perfeetly cor- 
responding with this experience are those of Bramwell, Corvosso, 
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94 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


Abbot, Smith, Mrs. Rodgers, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Mortimer, and 3 
host of others; together with numerous contributors to the 
Guipe. They point to the very moment when they received the 
fulness of the Spirit; when its holy baptism came upon them in 

- a moment with the assurance of those who know. They do not 
speak of reflection and comparison as the source of that assur-— 
ance. ‘I'hey never talk of waiting, until by a change of circum- 
stances, their blessings may be proved and tried ; and thus prove 
their hearts cleansed from its moral defilements. No. But they 
tell you when in a moment, suddenly, they felt, diffused through 
their hearts, the consciousness of God’s saving fulness. A light, 
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ae or | might say, a splendor, a glory, broke into their souls, not 


differing in its nature from that which had previously .been en- 
_Joyed, but vastly increased in measure, fulness and power; in 


Rit ‘| a whose resplendent beams the soul reposed in perfect peace, per- 


fect love, perfect patience, and perfect joy. 
Now there can be no instantaneous work, done to, or in, the - 
heart, of any real benefit, without its knowledge; and if that 
_ knowledge were the result of its own unaided and_ unassisted 


oe ‘operations, then we are driven to this absurdity ; that the heart 


is enabled to discover a mightier, more glorious, and extensive 
work ; when, in fact, it has no power to discover a minor and far 
more simple one. If it be said that the heart receives an in- 
creased power to discern the operations of grace in the new 
work ; then [I answer, that this new power is nothing more nor 
less than the Spirit’s witness. If it be said that though the work 
be instantaneous, yet we cannot know it but by its fruits; | 
answer, that it does not so much concern us to know when or 


Hes! ae how God decrees the restoration of his moral image, as to know 


that it is accomplished in us; and it is the knowledge of the fact 
which brings the assurance rather then the decree of restoration. 
To us, therefore, the instantaneous work takes place when the 
kuowledge of it, along with the blessed work itself, is imparted 
by the witnessing Spirit to our spirit, not only that we are chil- 
dren of God in the sense of newborn disciples, but also as -pos- 
sessors of his moral image. 
_ ‘The above arguments, I think, prove the privilege. This wit- 
_ ness, therefore, becomes the earnest or pledge of our heirship to 
an unfading inheritance in glory. (2 Cor. i. 22.) “ Who hath 
also sealed us, and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts.’ Hence, as ‘‘ without holiness no man shall see the Lord,” 
and those who are by it sealed, possess the pledge of heaven, 
they must do so by the Spirit’s witness. But how shall I know 
it is the voice of the Spirit which speaks within? Wherever the 
Holy Spirit makes its abode in the heart, it will be followed by 


4 
d 
‘ 
Wa 
‘ 
ai 
rt i 
Ae? 
yt 
4 f 
RE, 
AS 
{ 
ry 
ky 
aka 
| 
¥, iy 
i 
; 4 if 
bes 
2 
— 
a 
& 


OBITUARY. 95 


corresponding fruits. It is the province of consciousness to take 
cognizance of these. Hence it is called the witness of our spirit, 
—a happy consciousness within, arising not only irom the Spirit's 
testimony, but also from perceiving that all the fruits of the Spi- 
rit are produced in their fulness and perfection, This is the 
corroborating witness. ‘The rule ky which it judges of the Spi-_ 
rit’s witness and work isthe Bible. This is its perpetual resort, 
from which it never appeals. This faithfulness on the part of 
our consciousness will save us from the trouble of deception, 
unless we choose to be deceived; which is not deception, but 
hypocrisy. We may therefore know for a certainty.when we 
experienced the blessing of entire holiness, and whether we are 
living in its enjoyment. We need not be deceived. We are 
secured against it by the witness of our own spirit including the 
conscious fruits of the Holy Spirit. We need not mistake the. 
voice of God for our own or the Evil One’s, nor these for God’s. | 
So carefully has the Almighty guarded the subject of Christian 
experience. STP ARNS. 
Barnstable, June 27, 1844. | 


From Zion’s Herald. 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. Isracu Foster departed this life in holy triumph, Sep- 
tember 15th, 1843, aged 47. Brother Foster had been a member 
of the Methodist E. Church for twenty-four years, during which 
time he was a living, spiritual, and growing Christian. He had 
the confidence of his brethren universally, and filled the offices 
imposed upon him in the church, acceptably and usefully. His 
name stood upon the books of the Bromfield Street Church, when 
died, as steward and leader. 
Br. Foster was no ordinary Christian. Ie sought and obtain- 
ed the forgiveness of sins, and the favor of God; but did not rest 
there. He also sought full redemption in the blood of Christ, and 
he sought it not in vain. For many years he lived a witness that 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin, and that God 
fills the heart, when thus cleansed, with perfect love. He could 
say: — 

“Thou art the sea of love, 

Where all my pleasures roll; 
The circle where my passions move, 
And centre of my soul.” 
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full 
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Sp, Foster not only experienced, but retained the blessing of. 
‘This he did by faith — not a dead faith; but such 
as St. James describes —a faith perfected by works. “Mr. r., 
said a man once, ‘is too good to live in this wicked world. . 
Why? ‘Seven times a day do I observe him enter his closet 
for secret prayer.” He was indeed a man of fervent prayer ; 
like all who became eminent for piety, he spent much of his tine 
with his God in his closet. 
-.He was a very laborious Christian. While able to labor, he 
worked for God. At night you could find him in the class or 
lecture room, and by day, visiting and praying with the people. 
By the side of the humble mourner, in the room of the sick, the 
aged, the infirm or poor, you would find Br. Foster speaking the 
word of comfort, and sending upward prayer, fervent and effectual, 
for God to. bless them. I need not say he labored not in vain. 
One lady said, “I know eight persons, the conversion of whom 
Br. Foster has been the honored instrument. Many, doubtless, 
in the city of Portland, where he spent many years of his Chris- s 
tian pilgrimage, and also i in this city, where he lived the last five 
years of his earthly existence, many, I say, will doubtless come 
- from these two cities, in the day of eternity, as stars in his crown. 
Br. Foster died of that lingering disease, pulmonary consump- 
tion. For many months he was flattered that he might recover 
from it, but for the last two months the question was fully settled 
in his mind, and he felt just as we should: suppose that such a 
good man would feel under such circumstances. He was filled 
with holy joy aud perfect resignation to the divine will. This 
Janguage was, ‘‘ God 1s love — Christ j Is precious —all is well — 
living-or dying, Iam the Lord’s. Praise the Lord for a free and 
O! the fulness — not a doubt not a fear — 
not a cloud —-I suffer greatly, but Jesus supports me —I am all 
ready — I long to be with Jesus — Come, Lord Jesus.” And as 
he was dying, he grasped a beloved brother by the hand, and 
when inquired of — ‘Do you know this brother ? ” answered 
with a smile, ‘“O yes, I know Br. King,” and shouted, ‘ Glory, 
glory, glory ' 179 Thus his happy, purified and redeemed spirit 


took its flizht to its long-sought rest in heaven, leaving behind a 

wife, and numerous friends, who sincerely him, 

May we meet him in heaven. 
S. Reminaron. 


and to whom his memory is sweet. 


Boston, September 25, 1843. 
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